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What is the role of Built Environment?



Designing for 
purpose and 
meaning?



Physical/Safety to Love and Belonging
Institution to Person-centered environment



Belonging: Community Integration 



Belonging and Esteem: Inter-generational bonding



Self-actualization: Empowerment and Inclusion



Place making vs. Culture making



Space Shared 
Valued

Expected 
Behaviors 

and 
Experiences

Place



Shared values

• Elders are the valuable asset of our communities.

• Life experiences and wisdom benefit younger generations, and 
help strengthen the resiliency of their communities . 
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Local culture and traditions are respected

Principle 6: Culturally appropriate

Growth of the community is organic and embraces 
imperfection gracefully

Principle 8: Embracing Imperfection

All generations are involved in the community 

Principle 5: Multi-generational 

Communities are environmentally, 
economically, and socially sustainable 

Principle 7: Resilience

Older people are a valuable asset to the community

Principle 1: Elder Wisdom

Informal gathering places are needed to 
foster relationships 

Principle 2: Normalcy 

All residents participate in normal 
community life 

Principle 3: De-marginalization

Community members drive development and 
implementation 

Principle 4: Community Ownership

Set of Expected Behaviors and Experience: Ibasho 8 Principles

8 principles

Both programed and un-
programed activities
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Places are where people and physical settings interact resulting in distinct experience

Individual

Group Organization

Spatial Technical

SensoryPlace Experience

(Weisman, 2002)

Place beyond Space: People-Place Fit



Key Design and Policy Considerations
1. Designing adaptable spaces that actively encourage social interaction and 

engagement

2. Policy frameworks that support elder-led initiatives and empower older 
adults as active contributors to society

3. Recognizing the critical importance of co-creation with older adults throughout the 
design process

4. Fostering a strong sense of shared ownership of spaces among community members

5. A call for closer collaboration among policymakers, designers, researchers, and community



Policy recommendations?



Yo ・ Ha ・ Ku



The time to be happy is now,
The place to be happy is here,

The way to be happy is to make others happy.
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